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PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES
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Dzving into mystery

Divers. Tho irorsasters tol e
A8 we are heading 10 the other

ringa dautle-cheched as finel

foer, The eurrent mainiokas ceys
il elariy o the water Jad our
iew {3 stunmng, Susiizht break:

"The recently found underwater “Monuments” near Yonaguni, Japan, are

so far unexplained and a chance for divers to swim into a historical mystery
&y theee. Rak Thus 105 closer 1 Tadwan than o "hllmml:tmmz‘vz
der: Lightning. Our {ts next I g
4pirics remain as dark . land. “We are here to dive on ekttt b kol

as the sky, Moming progresses
into more rain, more thunder,

T™INS of What 15 (ROUBM to B2 8 then

sunken iy, or Monuments,

Irepic civers are sluwly rearzng
e of these Memmeces
whil: zeacarchiea dive able by skte with

more lightning, - found efght years ago by local
We are now aware that we diver Kinechiro Aratake. Now  rocmational divers are asemptieg ts
may bave to call back hoene to. i the darkness of our morn. e S st do e ey
extend our trip, change plans,  ing, five divers become even uhnmmrrumudmw
beg employers for moce time  more resolute that we aro go- .“”:“‘""!“ oducaiica) exiking
and even worse, our wives  ing to divo these Monuments, ALT0 ki G wiod s, kol al to0

for more money. We have trav-

M. Aratabe reprted s Godings 1

wers sre ealmving The di

olod to Yonagurd, Japan, an is-  tevemi neied swiogits andtheoaghiis [T DS s Ecdrs
Td 1,600 millos outhof SIS I OISV (o rmane baein Tong.
Tokyo, the hast 18land 610 BN oot e pee e agert | ShaEaand Sy cn the Nenomens
Weateen point in this country. of tubs major wderwates Shicnery. Aratahe's Dive Sxp, e Sosdiwest
“Text and Photographs
byJohn Chandler
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ive preparot '« the prpou of
4‘;‘;}. lm“ conairustion? Net for us to dia
md new ot the dive dite, cur Sive- What is spparent 18 tho
masier, whoe we Rave growe grardaer, U Toasty of these.
truat i theee theve days of div- Sl Geliver
: L e o sy o
e e of saftes andi less symmeimc
1's Araicavabans Peist
30 1 frem |king camaras Ot raite Mencs oa 2 Sedpe
He sty > Uhey are (o0 stovg lon ‘overleoking a deep
et streamiine Avers. iy by Doy

e stroaghy recomments — & fa'leuizg the pide over the lndge
EISE bORs L5 — 0L 10 1Ak Cam- anﬂﬂnllwl‘?llln‘)' the
eras My large del cumern 1 i deep cavioe. The sravasse
reduced 1o st eese ateall [ o Are croesing may ide
Peld wide saghe din] Radd rig a8 M) yards. The carent strongty
Gy laghaed, 20 ..“\'i:"'m“::mw:rd‘
t}‘!‘::w M rig on m"'“"“ greis. G le.l‘ acress The mnr_
b g Two divers arulse across ter-

Huuh —tho buk yellow

] b act i car raced limestone that was ob-
BCUDHA Insruconns, 100, we Garry. 2 o m‘lmnmlhudl» viously cut into shapes that
-’m“.m‘“ﬁmunom umkmbdm i cor- only human hands could
feet of crysted-cheer water 2 sbive et § perfectly cu e ,-u:: igh have made.
Lo wa
et o e e . e .
s i Thirets nue-e{mo‘:'mmmm:r el dped ol &
same faeme of writing siched into  serwus foece of waler 80w pus] ...,.‘, s, o008 again b - 5 <
i e g the Tbe ok, We aga s i carved perbops centurics beforc the  process 37 minutes of excitement. We
Gatne) ot oo kato p Ceyer 03T Ewdls pelotstomard oy g dpmeleh s birth of Christ. are in awe for what we have experi-
e hate I “Be D2 mEeeh ares 7602 8 SN/ emen el s goepe of listestane The gorge is filled with tropical fish  enced.
flying by or cruising into the current ‘Then, the silence is broken and we
across our fields of view. It is reminis-  all erupt in high fives, loud and
cent of scenes from a Star Wars epic. liose jons couple with our

Streams of bubbles move horizontally,
not upward. The force of the current

is not understated. The translucent

deep blue is inspirational. This is mag-
nificent scenery. What an experience,

We swim slowly into the protection

provided by another set of ascending
terraces of eut stone. Tropical fish also

take refuge from the moving water,

Photo opportunities here among these
tropicals are amazing. The fish acrual-

1y cooperate, facing the cameras and

enabling the possibility of our memo-

ries lasting even longer on film.

Our ascent is slow as the boat an-
$wers a signal from our dive guide.
For the first long minute back on the
“Long Shoto" we remain quiet as we

grandi

elation for achicving our goal of diving
on the “Monuments of Yonaguni™ It is
a great feeling when a diver experi-
ences a first ever dive. This is what
WE are seel

Mr. Aratake takes over the guide du-
ties for our second dive. It becomes as
impressive as the first. Sensory over-
load. The largest tidal movement of
the year, which had fueled the encrgy
of our first dive, slackens, allowing
video equipment and full sets of cam-
era gear 10 go over the side,

Our first dive was highlighted with
the experiential wonder of it all. This
second dive is encrgized by technical
challenges to preserve our memories
on film 50 we may share them with
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Above, diver Doug Bennett ponders how a rock with such round symmetry came 1o rest atop
this perfectly fiat table. This “round ball* sits under more than 70 feet of water. Below, dive
guide and site discoverer Kihachiro Aratake scrapes away growth to reveal what may be an carly
form of written language on the side of a 30-foot limestone column.

A 3MWEHTE

others. Our second dive is slower, even
more magnificent, than our first. We
savor the architecture and soak in the
grandeur of the Monument's size.
Cameras flash constantly as “C” fires
off the underwater lighting system on
her video system. Pleasant work for
everyone.

I watch Gary and Tony record their
adventures frame by frame while
Doug maintains the momentum of an
underwater investigator, looking in an
under every rock table and ledge. He
glides to the end of our “Star Wars”
ravine and flips upside down to exam-
ine what appears to be a rounded stone
monument placed on a perfectly
carved flat stone pedestal. “C” cruises
in right behind him, recording his
flight on video. Memories of our first
dive are certainly being documented
on this second dive. This is the kind of
challenge every diver wants.

Our trip to the Monuments of Yona-

Pacific Stars and $t

guni had its drama but no low spots.
Our tour leader Doug Bennett, owner
of “Reef Encounters” on Qkinawa,
knows how to arrange for success.
Gary and “C"s distinctively high level
of diving expertise and calm approach
to challenging situations was infec-
tious to us all. Tony’s electric enthusi-
asm for each moment kept the entire
four days upbeat. What a great get-a-
way and what a great way to live in-
side history.

If diving the Southern Islands of Ok-
inawa and the Yonaguni Monuments
interests you, call Doug Bennett at
011-81-098- 9684442, Doug can take of
your every need,

. If you would like to see more of our
adventure, log on to my homepage at
wwiw.geocities.com/pentagon/7852.

For even more information you can
contact me at my e-mail address of
“chandl32@marinemwr.or.jp”




